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Dr. Achyuta Samanta
(Founder, KIIT & KISS)

         Across the world, people are facing situations and scenarios they’ve 
never encountered before. The COVID-19 pandemic is forcing us to make 
sudden, drastic shifts to keep ourselves and our communities healthy and 
safe. But even in these uncertain times, there are signs of optimism. People 
from all corners of the globe are carrying out selfless acts in these times of 
distress. 
    In these times, literature, writing and creativity provides a beacon of 
hope. Likewise, ‘Kritika’, the student led magazine is also an expres-
sion of creativity and freeing the inner voice which is the need of the hour. 
It brings sanity, hope and amidst the crusading tensions of pandemic.  
     I would like to congratulate the team ‘Kritika’ for bringing out this 9th 
edition, amidst the Covid-19 times with a wonderful collection of articles, 
poems, interview and art on various contemporary issues of relevance. Best 
wishes to the contributors who have expressed their thoughts in this issue.  
 
All the best, God bless you!2



Prof. Hrushikesha Mohanty
(Vice-Chancellor, KIIT)

I am delighted to know that Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology, 
Bhubaneswar is bringing out its Annual University Students’ Magazine   ‘KRI-
TIKA’ for the year 2020.

Each is endowed with an urge to be creative that requires a means to nur-
ture and the KIIT deemed to be University is alert to this need and caters its 
best to inspire the talents. KRITIKA, I find an expression of budding talents 
of the university. During this gloom hours due to the pandemic, our students 
have shown a great deal of resilience and urge to win over odds the mankind 
faces now. I’m sure the spirit of KIIT will take you all in a great length so you 
all bloom as beautiful as it could be.

I congratulate the editors for their hard work in bringing out this edition 
of the magazine. I also appreciate the writers for their literary contributions.
Wishing ‘KRITIKA-2020’ all success.
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Prof. Sasmita Samanta
(Pro-Vice Chancellor, KIIT)

Empowerment of students for their all round development through educa-
tion is our cherished motto. Today education means much more than merely 
acquiring knowledge. It is acquisition of knowledge and skills, building char-
acter and improving employability of our young talent, the future talent. 

“KRITIKA” the Annual Students’ Magazine of KIIT exclusively meant for 
churning out the latent writing talent which bears immense potentiality of 
sharpening the communication skill as part of students over all personality 
development. 

I congratulate all the contributors and the Editorial Board for bringing out 
such a beautiful magazine. Wishing you all the best . . . . .
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Dr. Jnyana Ranjan Mohanty
(Registrar, KIIT)

I have great pleasure in conveying my best wishes to the Team for pub-
lishing Annual University Student’s Magazine ‘KRITIKA 2020’. I feel immense 
pleasure to see all the young minds of KIIT putting their efforts and shared the 
joy of participation in co-curricular and extracurricular activities along with 
their commitment to curriculum. The entire purpose of education is not to 
restrict itself to imparting bookish knowledge only but inculcate humanitari-
an values like wisdom, compassion, courage, humility, integrity and reliability 
in a student. This magazine gives an insight into the range and scope of the 
imagination and creativity of the students. 

I congratulate the team for  their co-ordination and efforts to bring out this 
issue. I also take this opportunity to congratulate the magazine team for their 
successful publication of the magazine.
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Dr. Shyam Sundar Behura
(Dy. Director, Student Services, 

KIIT Student Activity Centre)

Kritika 2020 is a mile stone that marks our growth, unfold our imagi-
nations and gives life to our thoughts. It unleashes a broad spectrum of 
creative skills of students ranging from writing to editing, art work to pho-
tography and in designing the magazine. This issue of Kritika has great 
collections of articles, poems and interviews. I am sure you are going to 
love it.

I congratulate the entire editorial team of Kritika 2020 for their hard 
work and dedication that has resulted in the publication of this University 
Student’s Magazine.
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In the train called ‘life’, we all board with fun
First travelling with people known

To places where they have previously gone
It is fun to be with family in every luncheon,

This is the time, remember....
You first jumped up to the upper berth

As if it was As if it was reserved for you since birth,
No matter whose name was it booked

You can share everything with everyone
As the berth was your biggest medallion.

Moving on, you board the train called youth
Here you fight to adjust your growing length,
But given a choice upper berth still fits best
BBeyond the material discussion of the rest
You sleep to dream like a bird in its nest,
Slowly you move with friends or alone....
Discovering places of thrilling adventure

Those monuments of ancient architecture
Writing travelogues and taking picture

And then all that matters is a berth to seat.

Upper berth to lower berth
Dr Ansuman Kar, Former Chief Editor, Kritika&Alumni, KIMS,KIIT(2016)
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Now you board the train called ‘company’
Travelling places to earn your money

Boarding off you run places to fix deals
Hold meetings moving all round like a wheel

Then when you board the train....
All that you yearn for is lower berth to rest
As climbing up the beAs climbing up the berth isv a tiring quest.

Life moves on like the schedule of train
We now have our own domestic constrain
From moving carefree we now have duty
Our family waits for going on trip outside 

city
The circle begins again.....

Making Making your families seat comfortably
You are left with the middle berth obviously.

And then comes the phase of knee pains
Life enters the retiring phase

We now move about for spiritual gains
Salvation is our final chase

Again we need a seat to rest our pelvic girth
This time This time you prefer the lower berth..

Lastly forever!!
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2. Your journey with the BBC has been extremely momentous. Would you like to tell us more 
about it?
A:A: Yes, it was extremely eventful. The time when I used to broadcast were interesting years in 
terms of broadcasting history because they were the years after the transistor radio had been 
invented, so widespread listening to radio was as ubiquitous as television nowadays, and of 
course, the only radio available was All India Radio which served the news in people’s houses 
and the BBC. That’s how I became well-known. So, it was really nothing to do with me, it was the 
time when I started broadcasting that has made the difference. I did a few radio programmes, 
and each one made its own place in my heart. 

3. How do 3. How do you perceive India as a nation that finds herself in crossroads of religious conflicts?
A:A: It saddens me to see the current condition the nation is in. In university, I was a student of 
theology and was interested in religion. I have always been an advocate of religious tolerance 
and pluralism. India should take pride in the fact that religion has ancient roots here and it was 
here that various religions have flourished. For instance, the Zoroastrians fled to India because 
they knew they would not be persecuted. So, the idea of an equal religious presence was 
prevalent in India long before our time and should be vehemently preserved. The entire idea of a 
right-wing of any religion is abhorrent to me.

4.4. You article on operation blue star had taken the world by storm. How significantly do you think 
has Bhindranwale episode, affected present-day India and the idea of Khalistan?

1. How did your fascination with India 
begin?
A:A: I was born in Calcutta, which is 
located at present-day West Bengal and 
lived there for 10 years. So I believe I had 
an innate interest in India. Then I left for 
Cambridge, and when I landed here 30 
years later as a correspondent (for the 
BBC), I just, felt at home – I really did! It 
waswas then that I realised how special 
India really is to me. 

Sir William Mark Tully is the former Bureau Cheif of the BBC, New Delhi. He has had a 
long association with the BBC before resigning in July 1994. He headed the Delhi bureau 
for 20 years. He has won the Padma Bhushan, the Padma Shri and the Richard Dimbleby 
Award of the British Academy of Film and Television Arts for his contributions to the field 

of journalism.

Interviewed by, Anuska Kundu, Dipansu Ruwatia and Rupam Das.

99



A: I don’t believe that Khalistan is a major threat. I made programmes on the same in 2004 and 
2014, in some areas of Punjab which are considered to be dangerous. In 2017, I went there to 
make programmes on the partition and encountered various people. What I discovered was 
that whilst there are some young people who are still affected by the idea of Khalistan, it 
doesn’t pose a major threat.

5. What pedestal do you think India is in, with all the Student movements and youth 
participation in current-day politics?
A:A: Youth participation in politics is essential. I condemn the attempts to dissuade the political 
activities of students in JNU. Students should learn to see things from a broad perspective. 
Debates and discussions should be encouraged among the students so that they can learn 
from each other. Respecting the views of others is what India stands for. The 
“tu-tu-mein-mein” attitude in arguments is becoming prevalent in the country, but one should 
always have a broader spectrum in mind while taking part in politics or political discussions.

6. Who has been your constant source of literary motivation and why?
A:A: I don’t like to think of myself as a literary man. I am, but a journalist who has authored a few 
books. It delights me when people read and enjoy my books, but from the core of my heart, I 
remain a journalist.

7. What does literary success mean to you? How do you differentiate between a good book and 
an average book?
A:A: I strongly believe that success should not have a particular definition for anyone. This is 
where the religious beliefs fermented by India come into the picture. In the “Bhagavad Gita”, 
you are instructed to set out and accomplish your tasks without thinking about the “fruits of 
your action”. If I fixate my views on a definition of success, I would be very mistaken.

8. Have you ever been a victim of reader's block/writer's block? How did you overcome it?
A:A: Oh yes! Yes, I have one right now. (laughs) I mean I keep on thinking about writing something 
in a book and then I never get around to doing it again. I learnt one trick when I was writing my 
first book. I met a man who happened to be a writer and I said,” Look I am not sure if I can write 
the number of words in this passage I need to write for BBC Delhi that I’ve been assigned, or for 
the book I’m writing”. He said that I had to treat each chapter as a separate story. Then you 
don’t feel worried about reaching the 20000 or 80000 words or however much. So that’s one 
way. That’s how I don’t have to say, “Oh this book’s no good! I’m giving up on this!” So 
sometimessometimes it's just a case of biting the bullet and continuing, and sometimes after that, you 
can’t get your writers’ block off. So, you scrub it off. It’s a very important thing to be prepared 
to acknowledge yourself when you aren’t doing something well and you have to rewrite.

9. Do you think Netflix affects the reading habits of its viewers?
A: I would say I think people spend far too much time on these things. I think it is sad. You know 
the great thing about books and about the radio – I’m passionate about the radio - is that they 
make you think much more because you have to invent the pictures yourself. And the pictures 
that you invent yourself from your thinking are the ones that will stick in your mind rather than 
the pictures on the telly, and to me, it’s a great mistake. Another thing about books is that they 
are designed in such a way that is easy to flip back and look again- you can start to reread



them or read frequently to find a name that was in the first chapter but occurs again in the 
seventh chapter, a name which you can't exactly remember. Now I know you can do these 
things with devices nowadays. At present, I am trying to read an autobiography on the 
computer and I found it to be very difficult indeed. Let’s take the example of the radio. When 
television came, radio was over. But if you get a decent radio, people will listen to the radio. 
And now look at the popularity of podcasts these days – that’s radio for you. Podcasts are a 
stupid name, it’s the radio that you can recover whenever you want. 

10. Do 10. Do you have any weird or quirky writing habits?
A:A: I don’t have writing habits in the sense I write regularly or anything like that. That said, I 
don’t much like writing in the evening. I like to finish by six or seven o'clock and have a perfect 
dinner and relax. I don’t like writing in the evening at all. About reading, I read quite a lot 
actually. Going back to Delhi on the train, one reason for going on a train is because it gives you 
quite a bit of reading time, twenty-four hours of it. And this is the extraordinary bit: when you’re 
back in your house, things keep on happening to stop you from reading. So, reading on the train 
is time well-spent. 

11.11. We love it when people call you "more Indian than Indians". How, according to you, are the 
ways in which the Indo-British ties can be strengthened?
A:A: Well I’m happy to say that one has happened: Indian students came to Britain and id like to 
see more British students coming to India. The fact stands that more will now come because 
the visa rules have now been relaxed. I think that’s a way of strengthening them. I think it's not 
a good idea to look on the pasts but I have to say that in fifty-odd years of being here, I’ve never 
once felt disadvantaged to be British. No one has ever said, “You’re an imperialist” or anything 
like that. So, I don’t think there are obvious ways to strengthen relations because I don’t think 
they’re too bad.  

12.12. What are your conclusive thoughts on avid reading and youth awareness regarding the 
same?
A: Well, I think avid reading is wonderful because you learn a lot and you get in the habit and 
then you start looking at things differently. You’ll find reading is a much better habit than some 
things. As I have said before, reading is a good habit. You’re students, and reading is a good 
discipline, isn’t it?
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Popularly known amongst her companions as 
‘Mother of Canines’, ‘The Doer’ and ‘Boss Lady’, 
she is extemely hardworking and a pro-problem 
solver. She is the Phoebe Buffay of team Kritika- 
confident, cute, vivacious, focussed and a strict 
leader who is always ready to help. She can sing 
beautifully, too.
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Drop the age-old notion about doctors who 
do not know how computers work. Zahra is 
a designer par excellence. She is humble, 
friendly and truly gifted. She is a ‘Sorcerer’, 
as we call her. Zahra is a true visionary and 
a good writer. She is, to be precise, the 
Thomas Shelby of team Kritika.
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DECLARATION
DECLARATION

I, hereby, declare that the above statements are true to the best of my 
knowledge and belief. The authors reserve the sole responsibility for 
their contributions, and shall solely be held responsible in case any 
article is found to be plagiarized. The editorial board shall in no way be 
held responsible for any liability arising from any contribution in the 
magazine. In spite of our best and sincere efforts, we regret any kind of 
mistakes which might have crept it.

KRITIKA-2020
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